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Highlighted Announcements

Open Interconnect 
Consortium 
Rebrands

Nokia Growth 
Partners Raises 

Investment in IoT

Cisco Acquires 
Jasper Technologies

GSMA Announces 
Security Guidelines

Sigfox Deploys 
across Germany

Alliance Investors Industrial Standards Industrial

19 February 2016 21 February 2016 4 February 2016 9 February 2016 18 February 2016

A positive move that 
points to a realization 
of the need to 
cooperate and 
converge to address 
the fragmentation of 
device discovery 
protocols.

Significant expansion 
of Nokia's ambition in 
the Internet of things.

Jasper's software-as-
a-service platform will 
be a valuable addition 
for Cisco as 
networking hardware 
becomes more 
commoditised in the 
Internet of things.

Important move to 
help bring a mobile 
industry approach to 
security in the Internet 
of things.

Very rapid expansion 
of the Sigfox network 
worldwide. This is the 
14th country to be 
covered, and 
nationwide coverage 
is expected by the 
end of 2017.

Microsoft and others Nokia Growth 
Partners Cisco, Jasper GSMA Sigfox

Major industry leaders 
of the Internet of 
things announced they 
will unify as the Open 
Connectivity 
Foundation.

Nokia Growth 
Partners launches 
$350 million 
investment fund for 
investments in the 
Internet of things.

Cisco made another 
major play in the 
Internet of things with 
this $1.4 billion 
acquisition.

The GSMA announced 
guidelines designed to 
promote the secure 
deployment of 
services in the Internet 
of things market. 

Sigfox adds Germany 
to its network, 
connecting the world's 
fourth-largest 
economy and central 
Europe.
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Cisco Makes Another Play in the Internet of Things with
$1.4 Billion Acquisition of Jasper Technologies

Cisco Acquires Jasper Technologies

On 4 February, Cisco acquired specialist mobility and
machine-to-machine supplier, Jasper Technologies, in a deal
worth $1.4 billion.

Cisco has been partnering with companies to strengthen its
portfolio in the Internet of things, and to expand its reach into
new markets. Its recent partnership with Ericsson, Philips and
its older alliances with VMware are indicative of this.

CCS Insight expects the acquisition of Jasper to provide Cisco
with a further necessary push into the constantly evolving
Internet of things domain.

We also believe the Jasper system will be expanded to include
Wi-Fi support and analytics.

Because networking hardware is likely to be commoditized
with the expansion of the Internet of things, Jasper's software-
as-a-service platform is a valuable addition for Cisco.
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GSMA Security Guidelines Will Support Growth
of the Internet of Things

GSMA Announces Security Guidelines In the Internet of Things 

On 9 February, the GSMA announced the availability of new
guidelines designed to promote the secure deployment of
services in the market for the Internet of things.

They were developed in consultation with the mobile industry
and offer advice to service providers in the Internet of things,
on tracking common security threats and data privacy
problems associated with these services.

The project has the support and backing of several mobile
operators including AT&T, China Telecom, Etisalat, Orange and
Telefonica.

This is a highly important announcement from the GSMA. It is
very useful for the mobile industry to take a common approach
as far as possible, in order to enable economies of scale in the
Internet of things.



6© CCS InsightMonthly Business IoT Analysis, February 2016

Sigfox Adds Germany to Its Network, Connecting World's 
Fourth-Largest Economy and Central Europe

Sigfox Deploys across Germany

Sigfox, a leading provider of communications services in the
Internet of things, announced plans to deploy its network
across Germany.

This will make Germany the 14th country where Sigfox has
deployed its networks — with ambitions to have the network
operating nationwide by the end of 2017.

The deployment will allow Sigfox partners to develop products
and solutions in the Internet of things for all market segments;
including a variety of applications supporting Industry 4.0,
which is Germany's major initiative for smart manufacturing.



7© CCS InsightMonthly Business IoT Analysis, February 2016

Open Interconnect Consortium Rebrands as
Open Connectivity Foundation 

Open Interconnect Consortium Rebrands

On 19 February, major industry leaders investing in the future
of the Internet of things announced they will work together as
the Open Connectivity Foundation, an entity whose goal will be
to help unify standards so that companies and developers can
create solutions and devices that work seamlessly together.

This is a significant development. The addition of Electrolux,
Microsoft and Qualcomm to the initiative is striking given that
all were central to the rival AllJoyn specification from the
AllSeen Alliance.

This is a positive development that points to a realization of the
need for cooperation and convergence to address the
fragmentation of device discovery protocols. It is unclear what
this means for the AllSeen Alliance, but a merger should not be
ruled out as a future option.
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Affirmed Networks Solution Will Deliver Machine-to-Machine 
and Connected Car Services

Vodafone Deploys Affirmed Networks Solution

On 22 February, Affirmed Networks, a leading supplier in
virtualized mobile networks, announced that it has been
deployed by Vodafone to deliver machine-to-machine
communications and connected car services in the operator's
global network infrastructure.

Affirmed Networks' virtualized Evolved Packet Core solutions
currently support live traffic related to these services in several
of Vodafone's most strategic markets including Brazil,
Germany, Spain and the US.

Vodafone's deployment of network function virtualization
solutions for Evolved Packet Core in additional markets
provides scalability and allows applications to adjust to traffic
requirements without the need for extensive manual
intervention and costly new hardware installations.
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ZTE Showcases 
Multiple Access 

Prototype 

Nissan "Unboxes" 
New Leaf Car

Ericsson, Volvo 
Show Advances in 

Connected Cars

Keolabs Launches 
IoTize Module

Janz Tec Launches 
emPC-A/RPI

5G Automotive Automotive Industrial Industrial

21 February 2016 24 February 2016 23 February 2016 24 February 2016 23 February 2015

Multi-user shared 
access will increase 
the number of users 
connected to a 
network — crucial in 
delivering the uses for 
the Internet of things 
that 5G pledges.

The presentation of 
the car emerging from 
a box like a new 
smartphone 
emphasized the 
merging of the mobile 
and automotive 
worlds.

The announcement 
sees Volvo joining the 
leaders in 
autonomous driving; it 
further underlines the 
progression of the 
connected car 
industry. 

The IoTize module 
adds NFC, Bluetooth 
and Wi-Fi connection 
options without 
changing the software 
on the existing 
microcontroller.

The Raspberry Pi has 
been customized for 
industrial use with 
different power and 
I/O options. There is 
strong interest in 
cheaper, standardized 
developer kits.

ZTE Nissan Ericsson, Volvo Keolabs Janz Tec

At Mobile World 
Congress, ZTE 
showcased its 5G 
Internet of things test 
bed with multi-user 
shared access. 

Nissan unveiled its 
new software-enabled 
vehicle, the Nissan 
Leaf 30kWh.

The two companies 
presented semi-pilot 
autonomous driving 
technology.

Keolabs's IoTize
module connects into 
the debug port of 
existing controllers, 
turning them into 
connected devices.

At Embedded World, 
Janz Tec launched the 
second generation of 
its industrial 
development kit 
based on the 
Raspberry Pi 2.
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